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REPORT. 


In  making  their  annual  report  the  School  Committee  desire 
to  call  attention  to  the  constantly  increasing  school  population, 
and  the  need  there  will  soon  be  of  more  accommodations  in 
way  of  school-rooms.  The  school-house  authorized  by  the  last 
annual  meeting  was  built,  and  the  lower  room  occupied  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Fall  term,  September  last.  In  December,  at 
the  opening  of  the  Winter  term,  the  Main-street  Primary  No. 
1  was  so  crowded  that  it  was  necessary  to  organise  another 
school.  The  upper  room  in  the  new  building  not  having  been 
finished,  resort  was  had  to  the  town  hall,  where  a  primary 
school  has  since  been  maintained.  It  was  thought  at  one  time 
during  the  Fall  that  a  room  would  have  to  be  obtained  at  the 
New  Village  in  order  to  relieve  the  overflowing  of  Primary 
No.  1  on  Union  street.  At  no  distant  day  the  school  building 
on  Union  street  will  have  to  be  raised  as  the  building  on  River 
street  was,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  growing  school  popula- 
tion. Somewhat  of  the  increased  demand  upon  our  resources 
has  arisen  from  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  school 
law  in  regard  to  children  in  the  mills  and  factories.  We  are 
happy  to  acknowledge  the  cheerful  readiness  with  which  the 
mill  proprietors  have  co-operated  with  the  committee.  The 
law  upon  this  subject  is  as  follows  : 

[Chap.  285,  1867,  substituted  for  Sections  1,  2  and  3  of  this  Chapter. j 

[Sect.  1.  No  child  under  the  age  of  ten  years  shall  be  employed  in 
any  manufacturing  or  mechanical  establishment  within  this  Common- 
wealth, and  no  child  between  the  age  of  ten  and  fifteen  years  shall  be  so 
employed,  unless  he  has  attended  some  public  or  private  day  school 
under  teachers  approved  by  the  school  committee  of  the  place  in  which 
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such  school  is  kept,  at  least  three  mouths  during  the  year  next  preceding 
such  employment:  provided,  said  child  shall  have  lived  within  the 
Commonwealth  during  the  preceding  six  months;  nor  shall  such 
employment  continue  unless  such  child  shall  attend  school  at  least  three 
mouths  in  each  and  every  year;  and  provided,  that  tuition  of  three 
hours  per  day  in  a  public  or  private  day  school  approved  by  the  school 
committee  of  the  place  in  which  such  school  is  kept,  during  a  term  of 
six  months,  shall  be  deemed  the  equivalent  of  three  months' attendance 
at  a  school  kept  in  accordance  with  the  customary  hours  of  tuition;  and 
no  time  less  than  sixty  days  of  actual  schooling  shall  be  accounted  as 
three  months,  and  no  time  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  half-days 
of  actual  schooling  shall  be  deemed  an  equivalent  of  three  months. 

No  one  can  doubt  the  wisdom  of  this  provision  of  the  law, 
who  would  ward  off*  the  dangers  which  threaten  the  country  from 
the  masses  of  ignorant  voters  crowding  to  the  polling  places, 
eager  to  deposit  votes,  with  no  just  apprehension  of  the  grave 
responsibility  which  attaches  to  the  elective  franchise.  It  is 
not  enough,  either,  that  the  voter  should  know  how  to  wrrite 
his  name  in  some  sort  of  cabalistic  characters  which  he  calls  his 
signature,  and  spell  out  some  few  words  of  the  Constitution, 
previously  drilled  into  him  by  the  anxious  demagogue  who 
would  benefit  by  his  vote.  An  intelligence  which  can  only 
come  from  an  educated  mind  must  lie  at  the  base  of  our  gov- 
ernmental policy  ;  the  culture  necessary  to  fit  men  for  self- 
government  cannot  be  obtained  in  one  or  two  terms  in  the 
primary  schools,  and  that  is  all  that  many  boys  in  our  midst 
are  nermitted  time  to  acquire.  The  cupidity  of  parents,  who 
take  children  ten  and  twelve  years  of  age,  out  of  our  schools 
after  a  ten  weeks'  term,  that  they  may  wrork  in  the  mill,  should 
be  rebuked  by  all  good  citizens,  who  are  themselves  one  day 
to  be  affected  by  the  votes  of  these  ignorant,  and  hence  unpre- 
pared voters,  unprepared  at  least  for  any  right  use  of  the 
highest  duty  and  privilege  of  a  freeman.  If  universal  suffrage 
is  to  be  continued,  universal  education  must  be  insisted  upon. 
The  effort  to  enforce  the  law  has  been  seconded  by  all  the  mill 
owners  so  far  as  the  committee  know,  and  the  opposition  has 
come  mainly,  when  any  opposition  has  been  shown,  from 
parents.    That  there  may  be  cases  where,  during  the  winter, 
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the  labor  of  every  one  able  to  work,  may  be  needed  for  the 
support  of  the  family,  is  not  disputed ;  but  that  every  child 
should  have  time  enough  for  the  acquisition  of  a  fair  common 
school  education  cannot  be  questioned.  If  parents  cannot  or 
will  not  give  this  time,  the  public  should  compel  or  aid  them 
to  do  so.     The  public  iveal  demands  it. 

The  committee  have  been  embarrassed  and  hindered  in  their 
work  for  the  schools  by  the  reduction  of  the  amount  raised  for 
school  purposes.  It  is  reasonable,  and  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  those  specially  charged  with  the  care  of  the 
schools,  and  having  the  experience  of  years  in  their  conduct, 
should  have  clearer  and  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  needs 
of  the  schools,  and  of  the  sums  necessary  to  maintain  them, 
than  those  who  seldom  or  never  enter  a  school  room.  The 
committee  made  up  their  estimate  last  year  from  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  needs  of  the  schools.  Retrenchment  is  well  enough 
when  applied  in  the  right  place,  but  that  is  false  economy 
which  manifests  itself  in  nisfo-ardliness  toward  the  schools  of  a 
town.  The  committee  were  compelled  to  reduce  the  salaries 
of  all  the  common  school  teachers,  to  cut  down  the  terms  and 
to  dismiss  entirely  the  music  teacher,  whose  work  had  been  so 
satisfactor}r  and  pleasing  to  all.  No th withstanding  these 
reductions,  being  under  obligation  to  maintain  drawing,  and 
forced  by  the  necessities  of  the  case  to  organize  a  new  school, 
the  appropriation  has  been  overdrawn.  We  submit  our  esti- 
mates this  year,  made  upon  what  we  believe  to  be  the  absolute 
needs  ot  the  schools  in  this  town.  We  cannot  retain  first  class 
teachers  at  second  rate  pay.  During  the  year  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  finish  and  furnish  the  upper  room  of  the  Elm  street 
building,  and  an  appropriation  is  asked  for  that  purpose.  Under 
the  laws  of  the  State  we  must  have  drawing  taught  in  the 
schools,  and  the  committee  have  employed  a  drawing  teacher 
duiing  all  the  year — Miss  Ida  Sabin  during  the  first  part  of  the 
year,  and  Frank  Parson,  C.  E.,  during  the  Winter  term.  All 
teachers  are  required  to  take  drawing  lessons  ;  the  purpose  of 
the  committee  being  to  raise  up  a  corps  of  teachers,  so  that  the 
need  of  a  separate  teacher  for  this  branch  will  not  be  necessary 
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after  the  next  year.  The  progress  made  by  both  the  scholars 
and  the  teachers  is  very  gratifying.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
music  lessons  should  be  restored  to  the  schools.  The  benefit 
to  the  children  was  very  marked,  and  there  was  but  one  view 
among  the  parents,  so  far  as  the  committee  were  able  to  learn, 
and  that  in  favor  of  the  course  which  had  been  pursued. 

But  a  brief  notice  of  each  school  can  be  given — all  have  done 
well,  some  admirably.  We  regret  that  we  are  to  lose  some  of 
our  very  best  and  most  efficient  teachers,  owing  to  the  small 
salaries  we  are  able  to  pay.  By  change  of  teachers  more  or 
less  time  is  inevitably  lost,  before  teachers  and  pupils  become 
wonted  to  each  other  and  to  the  methods  of  instruction.  The 
following  notices  will  show  somewhat  of  the  condition  of  the 
several  schools  : 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  work  in  the  High  School  has  been  much  more  satisfactory, 
than  for  many  years.  The  methods  pursued  by  the  principal, 
Miss  E.  R.  Beach,  have  proven  effectual  in  stimulating  the 
students,  and  a  greater  degree  of  enthusiasm  is  manifest  than 
ever  before  in  the  knowledge  of  this  committee.  The  progress 
has  been  commendable  in  all  the  studies.  The  class  of  young 
men  preparing  for  college  give  promise  of  very  excellent  fitting  ; 
the  drill  in  classics  and  mathematics  is  thorough.  The  class 
in  French  has  made  fine  progress,  not  only  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  theory  but  also  in  the  practice  ;  the  recitations,  con- 
ducted wholly  in  the  French  language,  give  practice  in  speaking 
and  pronunciation  not  to  be  otherwise  acquired.  The  class 
being  examined  by  a  French  gentleman,  was  congratulated 
upon  their  knowledge  and  especially  upon  their  pronunciation 
of  his  native  tongue. 

The  committee  are  sorry  to  report  that  Miss  Beach  resigned 
her  charge  of  the  school,  and  closed  her  connection  with  it  at 
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The  end  of  the  Winter  terra.  Her  influence  upon  the  pupils 
has  been  so  salutary  both  in  and  out  of  the  school-room,  her 
style  of  teaching  has  been  so  admirable,  that  those  who  have 
been  trained  by  her  will  feel  her  impress  through  life.  The 
efficient  assistant,  Miss  Bradford,  feeling  the  need  of  rest,  also 
retires  for  a  time,  being  granted  leave  of  absence.  While 
deeply  regretting  the  necessity  for  change,  the  committee 
esteem  themselves  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  the  services 
of  Mr.  G.  H.  Mellen  as  principal  and  Miss  J.  B.  Bartlett  as 
assistant,  both  coming  to  us  with  established  reputations  as 
able  educators.  The  class  which  enters  at  the  commencement 
of  the  spring  term  is  well  fitted,  and  will  add  to  the  character 
of  the  High  School  for  studiousness  and  deportment. 

Before  the  close  of  the  last  school  year,  the  committee  in 
connection  with  the  principal  of  the  High  School,  revised  the 
course  of  study,  and  added  one  year,  with  a  view  to  fitting 
those  who  desired  for  entering  college  when  they  should  grad- 
uate from  this  school.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to 
enforce  this  course  and  to  require  those  entering  the  school  to 
make  their  election  as  to  which  they  will  pursue,  the  English 
or  the  classical  course.  In  no  other  way,  than  by  a  rigid 
enforcement  of  some  settled  course,  can  the  school  be  brought 
up  to  that  high  standard  which  it  is  desirable  to  reach.  In  a 
town  like  this,  the  High  School  should  obviate  the  necessity  of 
sending  our  children  away  from  home  to  be  fitted  for  college. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

The  School-street  Grammar  School  has  been  under  tho  care 
of  Miss  Julia  V.  Harwood,  as  for  several  years  past,  and  its 
condition  and  progress  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  retaining  a 
good  teacher  for  a  length  of  time.  The  discipline  leaves  noth- 
ing to  be  desired.  The  instruction  in  almost  every  respect  is 
imparted  in  such  a  manner  that  no  fault  can  be  found  with  it. 
The  pupils  exhibit  an  enthusiasm  which  is  very  gratifying  to 
the  committee,  and  to  all  who  visit  the  school. 
2 
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The  Main-street  Grammar  School  has  been  unfortunate 
during  the  past  year.  After  the  Spring  term  Miss  E.  M. 
Redding,  who  had  been  in  charge  for  a  long  time,  resigned, 
and  Miss  N.  M.  Morse  was  appointed.  The  school  became 
thoroughly  disorganized  and  demoralized,  and  Miss  Morse 
resigned  in  the  middle  of  the  term,  her  health  being  entirely 
unequal  to  the  strain  upon  her.  Not  wishing  to  put  an  untried 
teacher  in  the  position  under  the  circumstances,  Miss  Emma 
Bradford,  assistant  in  the  High  School,  kindly  consented  to 
take  charge  for  the  balance  of  the  term,  and  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Winter  term  the  committee  were  fortunate  in 
securing  the  services  of  Miss  Lydia  A.  Steere.  Through  the 
efforts  of  Miss  Bradford  and  Miss  Steere,  the  past  Avas  retrieved 
in  large  measure,  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  heretofore  the  two 
Grammar  Schools  will  stand  side  by  side  in  everything. 


INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

The  Main-street  Intermediate  has  been  in  charge  of  Miss  E. 
J.  Messinger.  The  committee  feel  that  the}'  cannot  speak 
too  highly  of  this  lady  as  a  teacher.  Any  one  visiting  the 
school  must  be  struck  with  the  life  of  the  pupils,  the  quickness 
and  readiness  with  which  they  recite,  evincing  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  their  studies.  The  plan  of  oral  instruction  in 
grammar  and  arithmetic  is  fully  justified  to  any  one  who  will 
visit  this  school  and  hear  the  recitations. 

Allowing  for  the  difficulties  arising  from  an  overcrowded 
school,  the  same  things  can  be  truly  said  of  the  School-street 
Intermediate  under  the  care  of  Miss  Iola  M.  Converse.  This 
school  has  been  very  full  all  the  year.  The  classes  have  been 
very  larcre,  and  consequently  there  has  been  too  little  time  to 
devote  to  each  pupil.  Under  the  circumstances  the  results 
have  been  admirable,  better  by  far  than  could  have  been 
looked  for.  The  large  class  promoted  will  enter  the  Grammar 
School  better  prepared  than  any  which  has  preceded  it,  and 
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room  will  be  left  for*  more  thorough  training  of  those  who 
remain. 

The  River-street  Intermediate  which  has  been  in  charge  of 
Miss  Ida  M.  Douty,  has  not  suffered  so  much  as  in  the  past 
from  the  fluctuation  of  its  members',  and  has  in  consequence 
made  such  nrogress  as  to  bring  it  well  abreast  of  the  other 
schools  of  this  grade.  It  has  had  to  contend  heretofore,  not 
only  with  constant  change  in  pupils,  but  with  frequent  change 
of  teachers.  During  the  year  it  has  had  the  supervision  of  the 
same  teacher,  and  the  pupils  have  been  much  more  regular  and 
steady  in  attendance,  and  the  result  is  seen  in  the  increased 
interest  and  greater  advancement  of  all  the  scholars.  The 
town  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  Intermediate  Schools. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  eleven  Primary  Schools,  and  prospect  that  there 
will  need  to  be  more  organized  before  the  coming  year  closes. 

The  Main-street  Primary  No.  1  is  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Susie 
M.  Knight,  and  has  been  full  to  overflowing.  Mrs.  Knight 
has  alwa}^s  been  a  popular  teacher  with  the  little  ones  and  their 
parents,  and  succeeds  admirably  in  imparting  the  rudiments  of 
learning.  Primary  No.  2  has  been  under  the  care  of  Miss  el. 
Lizzie  Chamberlain,  and  may  be  called  a  model  school  of  its 
grade.  Oral  instruction  in  geography  and  arithmetic  receive 
successful  illustration  under  the  careful  and  enthusiastic  eftbrt 
of  the  teacher.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Winter  term  Primary 
No.  1  Avas  so  crowded  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
organize  another  school.  The  upper  room  in  the  Elm-street 
building  not  bein<r  finished,  resort  was  had  once  again  to  the 
Town  Hall,  which  the  committee  had  hoped  had  been  abandoned 
for  all  time  as  a  school-room.  A  school  was  opened  and  Miss 
Nellie  A.  Vinton  designated  as  teacher.  A  good  degree  of 
success  has  attended  the  work.  Want  of  experience  has  been 
the  only  hindrance.  Elm-street  Primary  has  been  in  charge 
of  Miss  Fanny  C.  Mason  and  has  made  commendable  progress. 
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The  little  ones  have  done  well,  and  the  teacher  has  shown  fine 
qualities  as  an  instructor  of  primary  scholars.  School-street 
Primary  No.  1  has  been  taught  by  Miss  E.  Etta  Whitford,  and 
has  given  full  satisfaction  to  the  committee.    The  discipline 
was  never  better,  and  the  oral  instruction  has  proved  a  success. 
This  young  lady  has  natural  teaching  abilities  of  a  high  order 
Primary  No.  2,  as  for  a  long  time  past,  has  been  under  the 
care  of  Miss  A.  R.  Rowley.    Not  as  large  during  the  last  year 
as  formerly,  more  time  has  been  thereby  given  to  each  pupil 
and  the  usual  advancement  is  seen.    This  is  one  of  our  best 
and  most  attractive  schools.    Union-street  No.  1  has  been  in 
charge  of  Miss  Maria  Cutting,  and  has  overflowed  so  that  it 
has  been  next  to  impossible  for  proper  care  to  be  given  to  the 
t   pupils.    No  teacher  can  do  anything  like  justice  to  seventy-five 
or  eighty  little  children  ;    if  she  keeps  them  in  order  without 
doing  anything  more  she  does  well.    Miss  Cutting  has  labored 
under  serious  disadvantages,  and  has  done  as  well  perhaps  as 
could  have  have  been  expected.    Primary  No.  2  has  been 
taught  by  Miss  Fanny  B.  Freeman.    Good  and  substantial 
work  has  been  done  ;  oral  instruction  has  been  attended  to, 
and  in  the  drawing  commendable  progress  has  been  made. 
River-street  No.  1  has  been  under  the  care  of  Miss  Carrie  L. 
Cole.    This  school  also  has  been  quite  full  and  the  success 
commensurate  with  the  expectation.    Experience  is  demon- 
strating that  this  young  lady  has  the  qualities  of  a  successful 
teacher;    the  scholars  have  done  well.    No,  2  has  been  in 
charge  of  Miss  Lizzie  Douty  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
Miss  Mason  who  taught  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  being 
transferred  to  the  Elm-street  school.    Good  work  has  been 
done,  discipline  has  been  thorough,  and  the  instruction  satis- 
factory.   No.  3  has  been  in  charge  of  Miss  Josie  A.  Rice,  who 
has  shown  what  can  be  done  by  a  teacher  earnestly  desirous  of 
carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  committee.    In  drawing  Miss 
Rice  has  done  excellently  well,  and  the  pupils  show  the  progress 
to  be  expected.    The  committee  are  well  satisfied  with  the 
school. 
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MIXED  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  live  mixed  or  ungraded  sehools,  all  of  which  have 
been  more  fully  attended  than  for  a  long  time  past. 

Ammidoiun. — This  school  commenced  the  year  under  the 
care  of  Miss  Julia  Kill  am,  who  gave  place  in  about  two  weeks 
to  Miss  N.  J.  Gleason  who  continued  in  charge  during  the 
year.  The  order  in  this  school  was  not  satisfactory,  and  in 
consequence  there  could  not  be  that  progress  that  was  desirable. 
All  things  considered  more  work  was  done  than  could  have 
been  reasonably  expected. 

Bacon. — Miss  Elsie  Edwards  taught  this  school  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Nellie 
Walker  who  had  charge  during  the  Fall  and  Winter  terms. 
Good  work  was  done,  especially  during  the  Winter  term. 
The  school  has  been  small  most  of  the  year,  largest  during  the 
Fall  term.  When  the  present  teacher  has  acquired  experience 
she  will  give  good  satisfaction  to  committee  and  parents. 

Dennison. — This  school  was  taught  by  Mr.  F.  Parson  in  the 
Spring  and  part  of  the  Fall  term,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
High  School  as  assistant  for  a  few  weeks,  and  Miss  Ruth  Perrin 
took  charge  During  the  Winter  term  Mr.  E.  Gerber%  was  in 
charge.  Substantial  advancement  was  made  notwithstanding 
the  changes  made  necessary  by  circumstances.  All  the  teachers 
were  fully  competent,  and  took  pains  to  lay  the  foundations 
deep  and  broad.  The  discipline  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  the  progress  satisfactory. 

Hooker. — Miss  Flora  B.  Allen  had  the  care  of  this  school  all 
through  the  year.  Discipline  perfect  and  instruction  satisfac- 
tory. The  advancement  made  was  evident.  This  young  lady 
exhibits  some  of  the  best  and  most  promising  traits  as  a  teacher, 
and  gave  entire  satisfaction.' 
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Sumner. — This  school  as  heretofore  has  been  taught  by  Miss 
Lottie  Sherer.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  this  is  one  of  the  very 
best  schools  of  the  kind  in  the  town,  and  in  some  of  its  elements 
one  of  the  most  difficult.  Miss  Sherer  succeeds  admirably  : 
the  children  all  love  her,  and  she  evidently  loves  them  and  her 
work  for  them.  She  is  fully  adapted  to  the  place,  and  the 
place  to  her.    Her  place  would  be  hard  to  supply. 


• 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 


Under  the  law  of  the  State  as  it  now  stands  the  duty  of 
appointing  truant  officers  and  fixing  their  compensation  is 
devolved  upon  the  school  commmittee.  In  a  community  so 
largely  made  up  of  foreigners,  who  do  not  understand  the 
school  laws  and  regulations,  these  officers  are  very  necessary 
and  should  be  men  of  intelligence  aneK  taking  interest  in 
the  school.  The  provision  of  the  State  law  is  as  follows  con- 
cerning truants  and  truant  officers  : 

[Sect.  1.  Each  city  and  town  shall  make  all  needful  provisions  and 
arrangements  concerning  habitual  truants  aud  children  between  the 
ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years  who  may  be  found  wandering  about  the 
streets  or  public  places  of  such  city  or  town,  having  uo  occupation  or 
business,  not  attending  school,  and  growiug  up  in  ignorance;  and  shall 
also  make  such  by-laws  as  shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of 
such  children,  and  to  the  good  order  of  such  city  or  town;  and  shall 
provide  suitable  places  for  the  confinement,  discipline  and  instruction 
of  such  children:  provided,  that  said  by-laws  shall  be  approved  by  the 
superior  court,  or  a  justice  thereof,  or  by  the  judge  of  probate  of  the 
county. 

Sect.  2.  The  school  committee  of  the  several  cities  aud  towns  shall 
appoint  and  tix  the  compensation  of  two  or  more  suitable  persons,  to  be 
designated  as  truant  oflicers,  who  shall,  under  the  direction  of  said 
committee,  inquire  into  all  cases  arising  under  such  by-laws,  and  shall 
alone  be  authorized,  in  case  of  violation  thereof,  to  make  complaint  and 
carry  into  execution  the  judgment  thereon,  [and  may  serve  all  legal 
processess-issued  by  the  courts  in  pursuance  of  [this]  act,  but  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  or  receive  any  fees  therefor.] 

It  is  recommended  that  the  necessary  By  Laws  be  adopted 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  that  end  that  a  special  committee,  of 
which  the  school  committee  be  a  part,  be  appointed  to  draft 
such  By  laws  and  submit  the  same  to  the  proper  authorities, 
for  approval. 

The  committee  would  call  special  attention  to  the  depreda- 
tions upon  the  school  property,  which  are  constantly  occurring. 
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Glass  is  broken  out  of  the  windows  entailing  an  expense  of 
many  dollars  every  year  for  repairs.  In  some  instances  the 
school-houses  have  been  broken  into  and  the  walls  marred  by 
dirt  and  by  obscene  inscriptions.  It  has  been  impossible  to 
detect  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  and  bring  them  to  the 
punishment  they  deserve.  Idle  and  ignorant  boys  are  around 
our  school-houses  during  vacation  and  officers  have  been  sent 
to  disperse  them  and  warn  them  from  the  school  grounds. 
Some  way  should  be  devised  to  put  a  stop  to  these  outrages, 
and  the  only  hope  is  in  the  neighbor's  watchfulness  and  infor- 
mation. Those  living  round  and  near  the  school-house  hesitate 
to  give  information  lest  they  should  incur  the  resentment  and 
feel  the  vengeance  of  those  who  are  guilty  of  the  conduct  com- 
plained against.  Bnt  a  due  regard  for  the  public  good  and 
safety  should  lead  them  to  aid  in  the  detection  and  punishment 
of  the  evil  disposed. 

We  submit  the  following  estimate  of  appropriations  and 
recommend  that  the  amount  named  be  granted  : 


High  School  '.  $1,800 

Common  schools : 

For  teachers'  salaries   6,600 

For  drawing   390 

For  music   390 

For  wood  and  other  supplies   600 

  7,980 

Contingent   220 


The  highest  salary  paid  to  any  teacher  in  our  Common 
Schools  is  $432.00,  the  lowest  $245.00.  During  several 
months  of  each  year  these  teachers  are  compelled  to  remain 
without  earning  any  income  whatever.  The  compensation 
while  employed  is  feafully  meager,  and  raises  a  question  of  how 
these  ladies,  competent  to  instruct  our  children,  manage  to  live 
and  maintain  a  respectable  and  creditable  appearance.  With 
board  as  high  as  it  is,  there  remains  out  of  the  largest  salary, 
a  mere  pittance  for  dress  and  the  means  of  culture.  We  beg 
gentlemen  to  consider  that  in  the  hands  of  these  ladies  are  the 
highest,  most  important  of  earthly  interests — the  care  and 
instruction  of  our  youth  of  both  sexes  for  a  large  portion  of 
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every  year.  The  following  language  is  used  in  a  decision  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  : 

"The  legislature  have  imposed  on  the  committee  the  duty  of  seeing 
to  it  that  the  public  schools  are  in  a  condition  and  of  a  character  best 
calculated  to  advanco  the  improvement  and  promote  the  good  of  the 
pupils.  The  character  of  the  schools  will  depend  ©n  the  character  of 
the  teachers,  and  the  character  of  the  teachers  will  depend  on  the  com- 
pensation. The  power  to  fix  the  compensation  is  chiefly  intrusted  to 
the  committee,  for  the  full,  appropriate,  and  most  useful  discharge  of 
their  duties.  This  power  the  legislature,  for  the  most  satisfactory  and 
conclusive  reasons,  have  expressly  given  to  them." 

This  was  true  then,  is  true  now.  No  committee  likes  to 
make  a  deficit,  by  overdrawing  the  amount  appropriated. 
That  they  have  the  power  to  do  this,  and  that  their  contract 
binds  the  town  there  can  be  no  question.  Is  it  not  far  better 
to  raise  and  appropriate;  the  sum  needed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  than  to  be  compelled  to  make  provision 'for  a  deficit? 

When  the  accounts  for  last  year  were  made  up  there  was  a 
deficiency  in  the  High  School  fund  of  $24.75.  No  provision 
was  made  for  this  deficit,  but  notwithstanding  this  the  com- 
mittee have  succeeded  in  paying  the  deficiency  and  have  a 
balance  on  hand  to  this  fund  of  $48.22.  There  was  in  like 
manner  a  deficit  in  the  Common  School  Fund  of  $4(55.40  for 
which  no  appropriation  was  made.  And  though  there  appears 
to  be  a  deficiency  this  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actual  deficit 
has  been  reduced  $69.49.  In  the  contingent  fund  there  was  a 
deficit  of  $27.44.  On  this  account  by  the  motion  of  the  school 
committee  the  amount  reported  by  the  special  committee  was 
reduced  $200.00  and  still  the  deficit  has  been  paid  and  the 
balance  in  favor  of  this  fund  is  $254.76. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  M.  PHILLIPS, 
HENRY  H.  RHEES, 
G.  H.  HARTWELL. 


Whole  number  of  children  between  5  and  15   1145 

"         "       "       "      in  school  under  5   11 

"         •'      "      "      "      "     over  15                      .   48 

"      "    different  scholars   1188 

Average  number  in  each  school  for  year   32 

"      per  cent,  of  attendance  "     "    80 

"      length  of  schools          "     "in  weeks   31.59 

Number  of  different  teachers  during  year   30 

Teacher  of  drawing   1 

Xumber  of  male  teachers   2 

"       "  female  teachers   28 

Salary  of  teacher  in  High  School                                                 . .  $1200.00 

"      "  assistant  "    "        "     per  week   12.00 

Average  pay  of  teachers,  except  High  School,  per  week   9.45 


Tabular  View  of 
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